DEPARTHENT OF NATURAL RESOURCKS
DIVISION OF FISH AND GAME
FIELD CORRESPONDENCE

IV NARTS

FROM: Johz O, Finigsn PLACE Arcsta, Calif.
TO: Buresu ¢f Patrol DATE Qet.3lst. 19%2
SUBJECT: e Creek ‘

For sonetime I%ve beson trying 46 negotists with Mr. Bowsrd Libbey
of the Areate Redwooé Co, t¢ volupterlly remove tLhe dedris acoum-
uletion in Mss Creek,

Severul monthe age he epsgured ms thaet he would remove ths
debris ete, when the wssthsy dried the ares sufficlentliy %o perais
the operation of the reguired heavy equipmsnt.

At varying intervals 1 went to Mas® Creek snd sonbactad
ir. Harry Welr woods superintendent for the Aroste Redwceod Ce. Ho
would agsin refer me to My. Libbey.

Ageain I tried to arrenge with Mr. Libbey to go to Mas Creuk
with Mr. Bruee Kimsey, cur district blolegist,and myselfl to see wiatl
mesgures fhould be teker to rectify the situstion. I wag ungucee ;
in making such an arrangemsnt eéven though a temtative date wsd been
agreet upon.

@ .

On August let. sccoupenield by Mr. Bruce Xlmsey, Lee¢ koo~
gold and warden larry Wepder L met Mr. Barry Welr and inspectsd the
Mae Creek ere&. Thes on Aug. llth. I again eontseted Mr. Libbey und
told him thet irf the condtions et Bee Creek were not remsdisd I
would have to file e ecompleint ageinst bhis eompany umder our pollution
and stresm block sseetions,

It was at thiz time that My, Libbey indimeted that I would
be wasting my time Iln dolng sc me hils company had an agresnsnt itk
the Dept. of Fisgh & Game that permitted the eompeny Lo poliute,
roll, nuddy cor Bloeck not only Mee Creek; bLut &lso Frsirie Creeyn ono
atrears tributary to it.

Raturally I wae more than surprised o hsar thie, but sunh
an agreemsnt does in feet exist., Thie deed wae reecorded £/23/37 and
ie in Book of Deede pupge 6% of the Humboldt County Resords. This
desd war originelly made the 29th, day of July 1936 betwsen the
Hill-Devis Co. Ltd. and it'e essigne | Arecats Redwood (G.) and ho
Div, of Fish & Qame, Sslé deed beling glver By the Hill® Davis
interests to the Div, of Fish & Gome when the stute éequired the
Prarle Creek hatehery site.

While talking to Mr. Libber I poimted out to kim, thai %o
ry knowledge Bee. § ¢f the Fish & Gams oode prohibited sztiresm
barriers in Dist. ¥¢ prior to the date of the deed; ani furiher,
that even thoughk the deed Aid spesifically grant the Hill-Davis Co.
the right ¢¢ pollute, block ets. Mse Creek, 1 thought 1t highly
quostionable if anyons ocould meske such ap agreemsnl amd abrogaie
an establishad law of the state, even though sush wsd not the
intent of the signers.



DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

@ 4 DIVISION OF FISH AND GAME

- FIELD CORRESPONDENCE
FROM: John 0. Finlesn ' PLACE A¥eata, Galifl.
TO: Bureeu of Patrol DATE Ost., 3lst. 1P52.

sUBJSECT: Mae Cresk

In conversatiez with Mr. Herold Eammond,Romboaldt distrioct attorney,
erter sppraieing him of the faste of the osgs, heo was Of the opinice
thet & proseeuticn under 8ec., 4L82.5 of the FPisk & Oams Code could bsve
little hope of sueeess ap the stete would have ¢ DProsecute the

Arests Redweod Co, Tor the very acts that the deed exmrocaly gives
them & right te &o.

£t mY most reosht mcta.ng with Mr. Libbey we again disscussed
the matter as I Belleved- it might still be poaaibls to get him to
¢lewan up the ereek volpntarily, Be now msaye he will definitely (7
clearn it up next year. I pointed ocut to Mr. Libbey thaet (he strsas
is rreguented by migretory fish end thelr rneed wag imperstive and
they could not wait wuntll 'next year®. iir. Libbey however wus notu
imfeseed in the lezst.

I believe this matter should be brought tc the sttenticn of the

Attorney Gemerel’r offliee «5 the legel intriceeles Iinvolved make it
more than & routine pollution case.

L

Very truly yours

@MJ@’ Forige!

Capte ie Lahr VI John Q. me, saprden

o 431
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